MANIFESTO   ON   BEHALF   OF   TOLERATION

robbers? Who would wish to go on serving Christ when
he sees how to-day any one that differs in some paltry
detail from persons who have wrested power to them-
selves, is burned alive in the name of Christ, although,
like Servetus, he calls on Christ amid the flames, and
loudly declares himself a believer in Christ? What more
could Satan do than burn those who call on the name of
Jesus?"

This admirably humane man therefore feels it is time
to dispel the illusion that persons are martyred and
murdered merely because, on the intellectual plane, they
differ from the potentates of the hour. And since he sees
that potentates always misuse their powers, and since he
himself, alone, a weakling, is the only person on earth to
espouse the cause of the persecuted and the hunted, he
despairingly raises his voice and ends his appeal in an
ecstatic fugue of compassion.

"O Creator and king of the world, dost thou see these
things? Art thou become so changed, so cruel and so
contrary to thine own self? When thou wast on earth
none was more mild, more clement, more patient of
injury. When scourged, spat upon, mocked, crowned
with thorns and crucified between two thieves, in the
midst of thy humiliation thou didst pray for those who
had done these shameful things to thee. Art thou now so
changed? I implore thee in the sacred name of thy
Father: can it really be thy will that those who do not
understand thy precepts as the mighty shall be drowned,
cut with lashes to the entrails, sprinkled with salt, dis-
membered by the sword, roasted at a slow fire, and
tortured to death as cruelly as possible? Dost thou com-
mand and approve these things, O Christ? Is it really
thy servants who have organized such butcheries, who
thus flay thy people and chop them to mincemeat? Art
thou really present when people call thy name in witness
during such atrocities, as if thou wert an hungered for